
Navigation of Community Resources, Mentoring, Homework Help, Tutoring, Youth and Family Leadership  

Winter 2017 

Aurora Youth Options - Aurora Mental Health Center 
Physical Address: 1298 Peoria St. Aurora, CO 80011 (entrance on the south side garden level) 

Mailing Address: 11059 E. Bethany Drive, Suite 200,  Aurora, CO 80014 
Aurora Central Library Homework Help: 14949 E. Alameda Parkway, Aurora, CO 80012   

MLK Jr. Library Homework Help: 9898 East Colfax Avenue, Aurora, CO 80010 
P: 303.617.2660 | F: 303.617.2669 | ayo@aumhc.org | www.aurorayouthoptions.org 

 

Click here to email us and be removed from our email newsletter list.  

Aurora Youth Options (AYO) works with middle and high 
school-aged youth and their families to navigate, connect and 
provide positive individualized resources to help youth thrive. 

 

 

 

 

January is National Mentoring Month! 

 January is National Mentoring month.  Created in 2002 by the Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health and MENTOR, National Mentoring month involves collaboration.  Participants are di-
verse including businesses, government agencies and faith communities. Within AYO we are 
pleased to have mentors representing law enforcement, community interest groups, retired profes-
sionals, sports coaches, and full time parents offering mentorship to Auroraôs youth. Recently, a 
youth in our program discovered he enjoyed football and is excelling in the sport.  Prior to connection 
to an AYO mentor he and his family had little interest in sports.  This summer another AYO mentor 
assisted in helping a youth set up his own summer landscaping business.  In education, there are 
success stories of AYO linking youth to scholarships, and other collegiate opportunities. There is a 

youth in the program who went from a struggling high school 
student, to attaining a full scholarship to college.   There are 
countless accounts of AYO mentees gaining self-confidence, 
getting more aquatinted with the arts and sciences and experi-
encing their community and environments in a more positive 
way.  When mentors are together at events, such as the 
Friendraiser, you can hear laughter, insight and support for 
mentor relationships.  Our mentoring program is fun and makes 
Colorado proud.  AYO has been nationally recognized as a top 
50 mentoring program by Esquire magazine.   

 In 2016 AYO is finalizing data from pioneering research 
study on mentoring and the results.  Why wait? To become a 
mentor, fill out an application in person or online at auroray-
outhoptions.org. Contact the mentor team and we will be happy 
to set up an interview. Sign up to impact the community and 
change a life today. If you have questions or are interested in 

learning more about mentoring a youth, contact Langston Jacobs at 720-474-6185 or at langstonja-
cobs@aumhc.org. 

  

    Build a Sustainable Community, Mentor a Youth!  

 
Promoting Mentoring on Auroraôs Channel 8 News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 During the month of December, AYO had the great opportunity to appear on Auroraôs Chan-
nel 8 News station for the chance to promote mentoring to the Aurora community before ñNational 
Mentoring Monthò in January of 2016.  Rachel Ahern was able to share about the long lasting impact 
that having a mentor can have in the life of a youth, along with some wonderful success stories 
about one of our matches, and more information about Auroraôs Americaôs Promise Alliance collabo-
ration.  

 In honor of National Mentoring Month this coming January, please consider making the differ-
ence in the life of a youth and becoming a mentor!  Please contact Rachel Ahern at rache-
lahern@aumhc.org for more information.  

Follow the link below to see the news segment that we were featured in! 

January is National Mentoring Month & the City of Auroraôs Office of Youth Development and Com-
munity Partners are Looking for Mentors. 

 

Aurora Youth Options is now on Facebook. Please click here and like our page! 

In Recognition of National Mentor Month, 
Come Join us for Aurora Youth Optionsô 2016  FRIENDRAISER at 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8332 E Northfield Blvd 
Denver, CO 80238 
(303) 457-5900 

Thursday January 21st 2016 from 5:30p-7:30pm 
 

**There will be FREE appetizers, current matches and AYO staff to ask questions to, as well as a raffle 
including prizes such as Visa gift cards, Noodles & Company certificates, Lowry Beer Garden gift card, 

and more!** 
 

If youôre looking for a way to serve your community, please consider becoming a mentor. Aurora Youth Op-
tions (AYO) offers a flexible and supportive program for caring adults who want to make a difference in the 
life of a youth. Plan to attend AYOôs FriendRaiser, where you can meet mentors and their youth and learn 

more about making a significant impact through mentoring. 
PLEASE RSVP to Langston Jacobs at 720-474-6185 or langstonjacobs@aumhc.org 

The Holiday Season Kicks Off at Auroraôs Hoffman Building with a Community Collaboration 
 In the spirit of the holiday season, Aurora Youth Op-
tions along with Aurora Public Library, Aurora Strong Resili-
ence Center, and the Hoffman Youth & Community Center 
hosted the 2nd Annual Hoffman Center Holiday Party. 200+ 
people came, sang songs, made holiday crafts, ate and cele-
brated with one another on December 8th .  Folks brought food 
for a potluck, their families and their sense of fun. Festive holi-
day photos with seasonal crazy hats and  accessories were 
taken at a photo booth giving party participants a keepsake 
from the event. Attendees let us know it was a lot of fun and 
the sense of community was felt through out the evening. The 
raffle was the highlight of the evening. Raffle prizes donated 
by Glass Hearts ranged from a movie lovers gift basket to 2 
big screen TVs! Thank you to Rick Ellsmore from Glass 
Hearts for making  the raffle possible. A big thank you to our 
volunteers and to those who donated their time and energy to 
the success of the party. We look forward continuing this holiday tradition at the Hoffman Center! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Help and Tutoring Is Ready For Winter 

Break 

 AYOôs Homework Help and Tutoring (HHT) Pro-

gram started at a new location this year, the Hoffman 

Building where the AYO office is located. HHT is held on 

Wednesday nights from 4-6pm. There has been a 

steady group of volunteer tutors and youth working to-

gether on homework covering all subjects, while also 

forming friendships and connections amongst one anoth-

er. Wednesday, December 16, 2015 was our last HHT session before winter break. We will resume 

in January on Wednesday, January 6, 2016. The AYO staff and HHT tutors wish everyone a very 

Happy Holiday and Winter Break. Weôll see you after the New Year!  

All youth in 6th -12th grade who live in Aurora or attend an Aurora or Cherry Creek School are wel-

come to attend Homework, Help and Tutoring. 

 

 

 

 
For the most up to date schedule and event information please check our website at 

www.aurorayouthopotions.org. 
 
Friendraiser- Join current AYO Mentors and those interested in learning more about becoming a Mentor for 
appetizers on January 21, 2016 at Bar Louie 8332 E. Northfield Blvd Denver, CO 80238, 5:30-7:30pm. 
 
Volunteer Recognition Month- A month dedicated to recognizing those that give their time to serve others! 
Thank you volunteers! AYO Volunteer Recognition event will be held on April 7, 2016, location TBA. 
 
Mentor Happy Hour- Enjoy happy hour at local eateries with fellow mentors. Mentors can share experiences 
theyôve had in their match relationship and spend time with their Mentor Specialist. 1st Thursday of each 
month from 5:30-7pm, locations can be found on our website. 
 
Drop-in Night- Families can meet with a Youth Specialist to learn more about AYO and youth can complete 
the youth survey. Every Wednesday 4-6 pm at the AYO office in the Hoffman Youth Services Building 1298 
Peoria St Aurora, CO 80011. 

Mentor a Youth Nominate a Youth Tutor a Youth 
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